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Introduction:  Unbelievers do a lot of scoffing at the idea of a final day of judgment and reckoning, but still make endless movies and books about the end of the world with good verses evil scenarios.  Their problem with the Bible account of Final Judgment is its definitive moral character.  All wickedness and sin will be accounted for and all evil behavior will be paid back by God personally.  

It is normal for those who do believe God to have a strong interest in this subject.  Questions like:  What can men do to prepare themselves for such a day?  If there will be perfect justice what hope do any of us have?  When will this day come?  Are there warning signs?  Will believers face God as the righteous judge on that judgment day? Is there any Good News for mankind in view of an imminent day of Judgment?

These questions were on the minds of the believers in Thessalonica.  They are still on the minds of believers today.   Paul tried to answer many of them in the brief time he was with this new church, but they had forgotten some of the instruction.  On top of that they had been told that The Day of The Lord [Judgment] was already upon them and that they had missed the rescue that Paul had taught them about in his first epistle.  
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
In his second letter Paul calls “this taking up of the church”.…“our gathering together to Him.” 2 Thessalonians 2:1  These believers had been taught that this gathering would take place before “The Day of the Lord.”  They were shaken in mind and alarmed because they had been told by others that The Day of The Lord was already upon them, which means that they had missed the Rapture or gathering.  Paul writes to dispel that error and to restore their hope, encouragement and comfort in Christ.  He uses the opportunity to teach the church of all ages Jesus will come for us and some of what occurs in the coming final judgment.  

2 Thessalonians 2:5-12  5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?  6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed.  7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.  8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,  10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,  12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
The church has a strong hope in the coming of her bridegroom.  He will arrive at an unspecified hour to take His Bride home to begin the wedding celebration.  Simply stated…the believing and redeemed Bride of Christ is looking forward to her gathering together to Him and not to Judgment.  The Day of the Lord comes after that and it is most certainly not upon us for at 3 reasons: 
· The Man of Lawlessness is not yet revealed [5-7]

· The Man of Lawlessness appear only when God wants him to appear [8]

· The Man of Lawlessness is God’s means of judgment [9-12]

The Man of Lawlessness is Not Yet Revealed [5-7]

2 Thessalonians 2:5-7   5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?  6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.    
You know what restrains him now:  We have to guess about the exact meaning of this, but the Thessalonians did not.  They knew, Paul says.  Their concern was that The Day of The Lord [The Tribulation] had already started, but Paul reminds them that they already know what is restraining The Man of Lawlessness, who is The Antichrist. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

The Tribulation can’t start until a vast apostasy comes and Antichrist appears. He can’t appear until something stops restraining him.  Here are a couple of studied opinions about what is holding back the Antichrist in this age.  
· The Holy Spirit is active in the world building Christ’s church.  He is not yet finished with that task.  He continues to glorify and exalt Christ and the convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  Until God stops building His church and removes His completed church, antichrist is restrained. 

John 16:13-14  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

John 16:7-8   7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;

· It is the church itself [as a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit] restrains his appearance.  It is not that we have power over him, but our presence in the world indicates that it is not “his time….to be revealed.”  These two thoughts are not that different from one another and actually complement one another.  
In his time he will be revealed:   The presence of the Holy Spirit is unique in and with the church.  The Spirit is God and is therefore omnipresent, but He is said to indwell the Church and is therefore with the church in a unique and powerful way.  The Spirit will certainly be omnipresent after the Rapture, but His present ministry with the church will not necessarily continue after the church goes into heaven. 
1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
2 Corinthians 6:16…. we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

The mystery of lawlessness is already at work:  The spirit of lawlessness is everywhere. 
1 John 3:4  4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.

It is called a mystery only because this malicious spirit has never yet been fully revealed openly.  That will occur when the Man of Lawlessness is revealed. He will embody it. God assures us that this lawless, rebellious, blasphemous and antichrist spirit is in the world and is working even today.
1 John 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.
He who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way:  This spirit would sweep the world away were it not for God’s restraining hand.  Is there any event that might be identifiable as the removal of the Spirit and the Church from the world?  Paul has been talking about it in both of his letters and with the Thessalonians when he instructed them personally.  The gathering of the church to meet Christ in the air will be the removal of the church from the world.  It also means the removal of the Holy Spirit in His unique role regarding the church.  It signals the end of Christ’s  building of His Church and the time for antichrist to be revealed. 

The Man of Lawlessness appear only when God wants him to appear [8]

2 Thessalonians 2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;
Then that lawless one will be revealed:  The word “then” is a time marker.  Even though we may not know the exact time of these occurrences, we are allowed to know chronological aspects of them.  God has already told us that “The Day of The Lord” [The Tribulation]  will not appear until there is a great apostasy or falling away and the Antichrist makes his appearance. Verse 2:3 is speaking of The Tribulation and not the Rapture.  

2 Thessalonians 2:3   3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  
God now tells us that Antichrist’s appearance will only happen when God chooses for it to happen…only when He stops restraining lawlessness in the world. 
Whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth: We have a ton of information available to us about what will happen when Antichrist appears, but Paul chooses to skip it and go directly to the outcome of the matter.  If this was all the Bible has to say about it we might imagine that God destroys him the second he appears.  Daniel gives a brief summary.  The Book of Revelation the provides the full story. 
Daniel 8:24-25  24 "His power will be mighty, but not by his own power, And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree And prosper and perform his will; He will destroy mighty men and the holy people.  25 "And through his shrewdness He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; And he will magnify himself in his heart, And he will destroy many while they are at ease. He will even oppose the Prince of princes, But he will be broken without human agency.
And bring to an end by the appearance of His coming: His appearing is at God’s command.  His activities are under God’s control and his end will be at God’s breath.  
The Man of Lawlessness is Satanic   [9-10]
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10   9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,  10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  

Whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders:  He is Christlike in his power and miracles.  That is what makes him antichrist.  He wants to be worshiped and obeyed like Christ.  He wants Christ’s glory and rule, but this is permitted.  It is allowed by God and under the supervision of God. 

With all the deception of wickedness for those who perish: Satan is a master deceiver, but the wicked prefer him to Christ.  It does not matter what lies are told.  The really important thing is that it is not God or Christ who rules.  It is someone else….anyone else and the wicked will follow them blindly.  This will not be the first time this has happened, but it will be the last. 
Revelation 13:4-9   4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?"  5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.  6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.  8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.  9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.

Who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved:  Just like Adam and Eve, who believed what Satan had to say rather than God, so shall all those perish who do not believe the Truth.  We live in a day that denies the existence of truth, but this is not a new lie.  Pilate said to Jesus, “what is truth?”  The greatest lie is that there is no truth.  It is another way of saying that there is no God.  If there is an all knowing, everywhere present and all powerful God who made all things, then truth will be what He says is true.  The truths of nature were made by Him.  The ongoing life on this earth and the function of the universe were created by Him.  Mankind was conceived of and then brought into existence by this God.  Truth is defined by God and God was declared most perfectly in Christ. 

John 1:14   14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Jesus Christ is the only way back to God.  All men must bow before Christ.  All men must worship and obey Christ.  There is no other way of Salvation.  You cannot add Christ to your pantheon, because He is the only way, the only truth and the only life. 
John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

The refusal of Christ Jesus as the only hope of men is the refusal of the truth that will save them.  

The Man of Lawlessness is God’s means of judgment on a wicked and unbelieving world. [9-12]

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12   11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,  12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false:  If you reject the truth, then any lie will do.  Having rejected the truth of Christ and the Word of God as the only hope of life, men believe they can now chose their poison.  In other words…they are free at last to do whatever they want.  But Not So Fast!!  God will chose their judgment by sending them a delusion to follow  antichrist and his lies.  They will receive his mark and be damned by it.  They will believe his boasts to be god and be condemned by it.  They will worship him and not the creator Jesus Christ and be lost eternally by it.   

That they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness:  They will gladly follow this wicked man….the most wicked and Satanic man ever, to their own destruction.  
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   There is hope in this warning.  It is the hope of Christ alone.  We dare not hope in this world or in anything it offers.  The world is going to fall under the final judgment of God for rejecting the Truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  But, God has chosen His Bride [The Church] out of this world.  He has made a marriage covenant with her in His own blood.  He has purchased her with that same blood. He has returned to His Father’s house to prepare a place for us.  He has given us His Word that He will return for us for the purpose of taking us back to His home.  He has not appointed His bride to suffer wrath.  He has assured us that The Tribulation that is to come upon the world is for unbelief.   
Ask for a verdict:  This truth is vital to you!  You are not to be looking for the antichrist, but for The True Christ.  Jesus your Savior.  Turn your heart again to Christ.  The world is a mess,  but this is not our world.  The world is filled with lies, but we have the truth of Scripture and the presence of our Savior…who is Himself  “The Truth.”  Living in this world without the hope of Christ’s return to gather us is troubling.  Jesus knew this.  The mere thought of being left alone was cause for anxiety in the minds of His disciples. 

John 14:1-3  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 
It is not judgment that is waiting for the Bride, but joyful and full union with our Savior. We are not Israel cowering at the foot of Mt Sinai, but the Bride, adorned, purchased by covenant and trembling not in fear, but in joyous anticipation of our wedding day.    Hebrews describes this contrast vividly.   
Hebrews 12:18-24  18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,  19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them.  20 For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED."  21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling."  22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
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